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while the 23rd got eighteen, admitted that it was fair, but
none the less displayed its regret at having lost the honour
of capturing the fourteen Russian guns, even at the cost of
incurring the losses which we had undergone. 'We are
soldiers/ they said, ' and we must take our luck as it comes/
But they were very sore with their colonel for what they
called superseding them. What an army was that of which
the soldiers claimed as a privilege to march against the
enemy!

You are doubtless asking what I got for myself in this
distribution of rewards. Nothing whatever; because the
Emperor, before deciding to withdraw the command of the
regiment from Colonel de la Nougardde by promoting him,
wished to be sure that his health would allow him to serve
as general, or head of a legion of gendarmerie. Marshal
Oudinot was therefore directed to have him examined by a
medical board. Their opinion was that he would never be
able to ride again, and the marshal accordingly gave him
leave to return to France, where he was put in command of
a second-class fortress. Before leaving Polotsk, whither he
had been compelled by infirmity to retire, the poor colonel
wrote me a very touching letter in which he took leave of
the 23rd; and although he had never led the regiment into
action, which attaches troops more than anything to their
commander, he was nevertheless regretted, as he well deserved.
The regiment being thus left without a colonel, tie marshal
expected to receive notice of my promotion to that rank,
and I frankly admit that I also quite hoped for it; but the
Emperor having left Witebsk to march on Smolensk, depart-
mental business slackened under the stress of busmess caused
by military operations. It was still three months before I got
my step.

But let us return to the banks of the Svolna. The
French retired hurriedly, leaving a portion of their wounded
in the convent of Valensoui. Among those whom, we suc-
ceeded in removing was Colonel Casabianca, of the llth
Light Infantry, who had been my comrade in titte days when
we were both serving as aides-de-camp to BCaes&na. Het well and was sent back to France; some years
